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A few comments before getting started...
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The aim of this self-instructional course is to teach you basic

Hebrew as it is spoken in Israel today. The course is geared to the

true beginners among you who have never been exposed to learning

Hebrew before, as well as to those of you who have some basic

knowledge of Hebrew and would like to improve it.
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The course aims at providing you with a good understanding of
Hebrew and fundamental speaking skills so you can carry out a basic
conversation simply and easily. During the course, you will learn at
least 1,200 new Hebrew words!

)20 D3 MY*W 927 .99Wn DINA IR ®iwi MY HI91,0 MW 30-9 P2INN 0NPN
TN

122”792 7WoR PR1,D°HY9 , ININ NN ,DYY NINWY PINND - D90 N
"MTTY NTOTP 71902 °T9W 1789 DI RT) ... IWHR-"R 019 117937 ,"NIN
VIY91 21 YT PIRN IWRWIN NI 17 ,MIDN7 IMAY) Y 7N N
"Wann” DNY? NEIN) 12 YW .00 PITRTD KW 07120700 M¥NDN



|

=

EBRE

770%) DNIR - K990 10 DORYP IN 022900 AN PITRT RWimM "DoHynny” 1om
MITIYTI - D9V ;17 12 1AW - NOWA TIO? 1A (... NTRNND DR 1IN
DY 19121 72Y 1912 DRTRIN VR VNI NNIA 1012 DP2NNN :11330 19721 11D
The course is divided into 30 lessons, each with a different topic or
theme. Each lesson has a standard structure, as follows:
Vocabulary - The new vocabulary items are divided into nouns,
adjectives and verbs (infinitive form), as well as a category called "The
way we speak..." that includes a bit of slang so you can be with it from
the very beginning.
Grammar - You'll learn the basics of grammar that you can't get along
without... (Note that in our efforts to create a user-friendly course
and to make learning Hebrew enjoyable, easy and understandable,
we've invested considerable effort and expertise into simplifying and
condensing the grammatical explanations. To this end, we sometimes
had to make compromises and even disregard grammatical and
syntactical complexities or exceptions, which we are keeping on hold
for the advanced course.)
Building Blocks - As the name implies, these linguistic building
blocks are the fundamentals of the language.
Verbs - We need verbs to speak correctly and in the proper tense. We
begin with the present tense, gradually advancing to the past and the
future.
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What else is special about our method?

The book, of course, is the focal point of the self-instruction
method, containing all the necessary information and explanations.
But the DVD CDs have also been designed so you can use them
independently to learn and practice without referring to the book.
The course offers abundant examples, and all of the vocabulary
learned in the course is collected in an index at the end of the
book.

The course provides complete Hebrew vowel pointing - an
important tool for beginners!

Transliteration (in blue) for all Hebrew words to help those who
still have problems in reading or in pronunciation.
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How should you proceed?
No more than one lesson per day! If you want to make more progress
per day, we recommend that you review the same lesson! We also
recommend that you read the lesson in the book first, gain an
understanding of the topics, and then start practicing along with the
narrators on the DVD.
The most important rule in self-learning is not to get discouraged!
You'll find that as you progress and practice, many things will begin to
become clear to you.
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Hebrew Explanations
We believe that the best tool in learning Hebrew is... Hebrew!
Therefore, all the explanations in the book and the narrative passages
in the course are in Hebrew only. But don't worry. Everything is
translated into English as well! These Hebrew explanations are a real
bonus because we know that many Hebrew speakers help others learn
Hebrew, and these explanations are for their advantage.
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English Translations

English translations can be found throughout the book: for the
vocabulary words, for most of the examples and for the grammatical
explanations. The goal of these translations is to help you understand
Hebrew sentence structure, so that in some cases the translation

may not be standard grammatical English. In certain cases where the
literal translation of the Hebrew expression differs radically from the
actual translation, we added the literal translation of the sentence or
expression in parentheses.
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Narration
As indicated previously, all the narration for the course is in clear
and properly enunciated Hebrew only, while the explanations and
translations into English appear in the book or as subtitles on the
screen.
The narrators provide you with enough time to repeat the Hebrew,
and we recommend you take advantage of this time!
For this purpose, this kit comes with the following sign:
"I'm not talking to myself.
I'm learning Hebrew with Prolog's Hebrew self-study course”
We hope you'll hang the sign on your door so you can feel free to
practice your Hebrew out loud!!
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The VIDEO-ACTIVE™ METHOD

In this course, not only do we want you to be able to understand
Hebrew, we want you to really speak it as well! The transition from
having a passive understanding of a language to being actively in
command requires moving from one dimension to another, and this
transition is essential for acquiring self-confidence and the ability to
use a language on a daily basis. The dialogues at the end of each lesson
have been prepared based on the unique VIDEO-ACTIVE™ method:

The dialogue is first read by two narrators. The second time, only one
of the narrators reads (either the male or the female) and you, the
learner, must take the role of the other participant in the dialogue! You
can read the subtitles (transliterated into English letters) on the screen,
or you can read the Hebrew from the book, or you can even memorize
the text... whatever you choose to do, the main thing is to speak!
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About the Hebrew language in general, and in particular about
the Hebrew in this course:
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Welcome to Hebrew! What's different about Hebrew, and what

makes it special?

- Hebrew is written from right to left.

- There are 22 letters in the Hebrew alphabet.

- Hebrew does not have capital letters.

- Hebrew has print letters and cursive script (see table).

- All the letters are used as consonants. The letters alef, hei, vav and
yod sometimes are used as consonants and sometimes as vowels.
The nikud (vowel pointing) is a system of vowel indicators written
either beneath or beside the letters (see table).

- All words are either masculine or feminine.

- Hebrew words must conform to numerical and gender agreement

- In Hebrew sentence structure, the noun usually precedes the
adjective.
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Sound / Hebrew Letter
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The Hebrew alphabet
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apple Alef
boy /b/ ma | Bet 2 a
vase /vl ma | Vet P 1
girl /gl o3 | Gimel by b)
doll /d/ no7 | Dalet 7 7
hello /h/ Np | Hey n N
van IVl n | Vav ! 1
Zero /z] T | Zayin s T
(See
transliteration | /x/, /ch/ mn | xet A n
remarks)
tree It/ o | Tet 6 Y
young Iyl, il () 79 | Yod ' ’
kite /k/ 92 | Kaf > p]
(See
transliteration |  /x/, /ch/ 92 | xaf > p)
remarks)
(See xaf sofit
transliteration | /x/, /ch/ 17970 92 | (onlyat the end ? I
remarks) of the word)
lamp N/ Y9 | Lamed / 5




EW
HEBREW
monkey /m/ on | Mem N n
Mem sofit
ram /m/ 17970 DR | (only at the end e, D
of the word)
note /n/ M | Nun / )
Nun sofit
run In/ 970 1 | (onlyat the end / ]
of the word)
sun /s/ O | Samex 0 )
are /ah/ Py | Ayin /8 y
pen Ipl N9 | Pey ), 9
fan /f] N9 | Fey 2 9
Fey sofit
loaf /1] 910 X9 (onlglat the end / 9
of the word)
(See
transliteration /ts/ 7y | Tsadi g 3
remarks) i
(See Tsadi sofit
transliteration [ts/ 19107 | (onlyat the end f 14
remarks) of the word)
kitten /k/ 9Pp,9ip | Kof, Kuf V2 P
rock [t/ v | Resh 9 I
sheep /sh/ Pw | Shin ] V)
sun /s/ Pw | Sin o v
table It/ m | Tav V4 n
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Note:

Several pairs of letters have similar pronunciations:

alef - ayin (/al); vet - vav (/v/); xet - xaf (/x/, /ch/); kaf - kof (/k/);
tet - tav (/t/); samex [ sin (/s/).

Three letters have two forms of pronunciation, stressed and
unstressed: bet - vet; kaf - xaf; pey - fey.

Five letters are written differently when they appear at the end of
the word: xaf - xaf sofit, mem - mem sofit; nun - nun sofit;

pey - pey sofit; tsadi - tsadi sofit.

NPTV Niown N2 19913Y D970y

Jeans nynaing,/j/ -3 NRYIIn A MRy

.Geneve nynan3,/g/ -3 NRYIIN 'T NIRY

.chips nnain3,/ch/ -3 nxwIN 'Y NIy

.wheel 002102 ,/w/ 307 DR NIRVIN (DN DY) "1 NPDIRY

A number of sounds from other languages have been incorporated
into Hebrew:

the letter ' is pronounced like /j/ in "jeans".

the letter '1is pronounced like /g/ in "Geneve".
the letter 'Y is pronounced like /ch/ in “chips".
two "vavim",m - pronounced like /w/ in "wheel".
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Vowel pointing:

Vowel pointing rarely is used in modern Hebrew. Nevertheless, in
order to make things easier for you as a beginner, we've used pointing
all through this book. Note that there are sometimes slight differences
between how words are spelled with vowel pointing (ke tiv xaser) and
without pointing (ke'tiv malei). In most cases the difference is the
addition of the letter vav or the letter yod. This book uses ke tiv malei
(with the vav and yod) even though pointing is used.
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For example:

(NIRNAT -MRNANT) NIRNNT (079N -D9M) 09N
the word for "words" (milim) is spelled with a yod, and the word for
"examples" (dugma'ot) is spelled with a vav.

14
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Hebrew vowels and their pronunciation.

The sign Name English vowel
g patax
D kamatz fal
Q xataf-patax
(0) |:| segol
(0) D tseré fel
D xataf-segol
(0) D xirik W
(i) O xolam o/
Q xataf-kamatz
[] kubutz
/u/
] shuruk
|;| shva /el

(sometimes with no vowel)
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Masculine and feminine:
In Hebrew, nouns are either masculine or feminine. This can be rather
confusing because there no typical marks identifying whether a noun
is masculine or feminine, though in most cases a suffix of the letter
"tav" (N~) or the letter "hey" (n~) indicates a feminine noun.
Therefore, in order to make things easier for you, we have indicated
the gender and the number of all the nouns, adjectives and verbs, as
follows:
[7] - indicates masculine noun
[3] - indicates feminine noun
[1"1] - indicates masculine plural noun
[1"1] - indicates feminine plural noun
['1] - indicates plural
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Transliteration

The transliteration in this book is an excellent tool for learning

to pronounce and to "read" Hebrew letters from the very first
lesson, until you develop a command of the Hebrew alphabet. The
transliteration, printed in blue italic font throughout the course, is
written simply to facilitate easy pronunciation.

Transliteration basics used in this course:
% = the letters xet and xaf.
ts = the letter tsadi
sh = the letter shin
i = the sound of the vowel xirik
a = the sound of the vowels kamats and patax
(and xataf kamats and xataf patax)
e = the sound of the vowel segol (and xataf segol)
ei = the sound of the vowel tseire
o = the sound of the vowel xolam
u = the sound of the vowels shuruk and kubuts
An apostrophe is used to indicate two adjacent vowel sounds, for
example, lehitra of.
The vowel she'va is indicated with the letter "e" followed by an
apostrophe, as in seliXa.

17300 71170
Enjoy the course!



